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For Immediate Release

THE AUC DATA SCIENCE INITIATIVE JOINS THE U.S. DEPARTMENT 

OF COMMERCE’S CONSORTIUM DEDICATED TO AI SAFETY 
The	AUC	Data	Science	Ini0a0ve	is	the	only	HBCU	representa0ve	among	more	than	200	of	the	na0on's	

leading	AI	stakeholders	who	will	advance	the	development	and	deployment	of	safe,	trustworthy	AI	under	

the	new	U.S.	AI	Safety	Ins0tute	Consor0um	

Atlanta,	GA	–	Today,	the	Atlanta	University	Center	(AUC)	Data	Science	Ini;a;ve	announced	that	it	joined	

more	than	200	of	the	na;on’s	leading	ar;ficial	intelligence	(AI)	stakeholders	to	establish	new	measures	

for	science	in	the	development	and	deployment	of	trustworthy	and	safe	AI.	Established	by	the	

Department	of	Commerce’s	Na;onal	Ins;tute	of	Standards	and	Technology	(NIST),	the	U.S.	AI	Safety	

Ins;tute	Consor;um	(AISIC)	will	bring	together	AI	creators	and	users,	academics,	government	and	

industry	researchers,	and	civil	society	organiza;ons	to	meet	this	mission.	

"As	the	hub	for	Historically	Black	Colleges	and	Universi;es	(HBCUs)	in	ar;ficial	intelligence	and	data	

science,	the	Atlanta	University	Center	Data	Science	Ini;a;ve	is	proud	to	support	the	AI	Risk	Management	

Framework,”	said	Dr.	Talitha	Washington,	Director	of	the	AUC	Data	Science	Ini;a;ve.	“We	look	forward	

to	engaging	the	HBCU	community	to	support	the	development	and	implementa;on	so	that	research	is	

advanced	responsibly	and	ethically."	

“The	U.S.	government	has	a	significant	role	to	play	in	seVng	the	standards	and	developing	the	tools	we	

need	to	mi;gate	the	risks	and	harness	the	immense	poten;al	of	ar;ficial	intelligence.	President	Biden	

directed	us	to	pull	every	lever	to	accomplish	two	key	goals:	set	safety	standards	and	protect	our	

innova;on	ecosystem.	That’s	precisely	what	the	U.S.	AI	Safety	Ins;tute	Consor;um	is	set	up	to	help	us	

do,”	said	Secretary	Gina	Raimondo.	“Through	President	Biden’s	landmark	Execu;ve	Order,	we	will	ensure	

America	is	at	the	front	of	the	pack	–	and	by	working	with	this	group	of	leaders	from	industry,	civil	society,	

and	academia,	together	we	can	confront	these	challenges	to	develop	the	measurements	and	

standards	we	need	to	maintain	America’s	compe;;ve	edge	and	develop	AI	responsibly.”	

The	consor;um	includes	more	than	200	member	companies	and	organiza;ons	that	are	on	the	frontlines	

of	developing	and	using	AI	systems,	as	well	as	the	civil	society	and	academic	teams	that	are	building	the	

founda;onal	understanding	of	how	AI	can	and	will	transform	our	society.	These	en;;es	represent	the	
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na;on’s	largest	companies	and	its	innova;ve	startups;	creators	of	the	world’s	most	advanced	AI	systems	

and	hardware;	key	members	of	civil	society	and	the	academic	community;	and	representa;ves	of	

professions	with	deep	engagement	in	AI’s	use	today.	The	consor;um	also	includes	state	and	local	

governments,	as	well	as	non-profits.		

As	a	member	of	the	AISIC,	the	AUC	Data	Science	Ini;a;ve	will	ensure	that	HBCUs	have	a	key	role	in	

developing	interoperable	and	effec;ve	tools	for	AI	safety.			

The	full	list	of	consor;um	par;cipants	is	available	here.	

About	the	AUC	Data	Science	Ini5a5ve	

Established	in	2019,	the	Atlanta	University	Center	(AUC)	Data	Science	Ini;a;ve	expands	data	science	

research	and	educa;on	across	all	Historically	Black	Colleges	and	Universi;es	(HBCUs).		The	Ini;a;ve	is	

poised	to	become	the	largest	producer	of	African	Americans	in	data	science	while	advancing	social	

jus;ce	aspects	of	data	science.		Fostering	innova;on	through	collabora;on	across	HBCUs	empowers	

students	and	faculty	alike	to	excel	in	data	science,	ar;ficial	intelligence,	machine	learning,	and	

cybersecurity	techniques	that	address	ethics	and	bias,	with	a	focus	on	topics	that	impact	Black	America.	

Stewarded	by	the	AUC-member	ins;tu;ons,	Clark	Atlanta	University,	Morehouse	College,	Morehouse	

School	of	Medicine,	and	Spelman	College,	as	well	as	the	AUC	Robert	W.	Woodruff	Library,	the	AUC	Data	

Science	Ini;a;ve	ensures	that	HBCUs	remain	at	the	forefront	of	data	science	educa;on	and	research.	.		
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